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7KLV�PRQWK¶V�DUWLFOH�LV�VXEPLWWHG�E\�6WHYH�$OOHQ��D�ORQJ-WLPH�FRDOLWLRQ�PHPEHU�ZKR��LQ�
2FWREHU������DIWHU�H[WHQVLYH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�DQG�UHVHDUFK��ERXJKW�KLV�ILUVW�HOHFWULF�ELNH� 

����:KHQ� ,� ILUVW� EHFDPH� DZDUH� RI� WKH� K\SH�
DERXW�H-ELNHV�� WKH�ILUVW� WKRXJKW�WKDW�FDPH� WR�
PLQG�ZDV�WKDW�H-ELNHV�DUH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�
QRW� DEOH� WR� F\FOH� � 2Q� WKH� KHHOV� RI� WKDW�������
LQFUHGLEO\� QDUURZ� ELDV�� FDPH� WKH� WKRXJKW�
WKDW� WKH\�ZHUH� MXVW� WRR� H[SHQVLYH� � /LNH� DOO�
QHZ�FRQFHSWV��WKH�PRUH�,�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�WKH�
LGHD�DQG�WKH�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�,�JDWKHUHG�WKH�
PRUH� HQWLFLQJ� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI� RZQLQJ� DQ�������
H-ELNH�EHFDPH� ,W�DOVR�EHFDPH�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�
H-ELNHV�DUH�VLPSO\�DQRWKHU� LQ�D�EURDG� UDQJH�
RI�F\FOLQJ�RSWLRQV��� 
 
�����&\FOLVWV� PDNH� WKHLU� FKRLFH� RI� ELF\FOH�
EDVHG�RQ�F\FOLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV� IURP�GU\� URDGV�
WR�PXGG\� WUDLOV� RU� IURP�EXV\� FLW\� VWUHHWV� WR�
TXLHW� RSHQ� URDGV�� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� SK\VLFDO����
OLPLWDWLRQV� PD\� OHDG� WR� QRQ-FRQYHQWLRQDO�
FKRLFHV�VXFK�DV�UHFXPEHQW�ELF\FOHV��WULF\FOHV�
DQG�QRZ��HOHFWULF�ELNHV�  
� 
�������$OWKRXJK�,�KDYH�ULGGHQ�D�ELNH�IRU�PDQ\�
\HDUV�� IRU� ERWK� UHFUHDWLRQDO� DQG��������������
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� SXUSRVHV�� WKHUH� ZHUH� GD\V�
ZKHQ�ULGLQJ�D�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ELNH�ZDV�QRW�WKDW�
DSSHDOLQJ���5DLQ\�GD\V�PHDQW�KDYLQJ�WR�ZHDU��
VSHFLDOW\� FORWKLQJ�ZKLFK� VWLOO� RIWHQ� UHVXOWHG�
LQ� JHWWLQJ� ZHW� IURP� WKH� LQVLGH� RXW� GXH� WR���
H[HUWLRQ� DQG� UHGXFHG� EUHDWKDELOLW\� RI� RXWHU�
ZHDU��7KH�HDVH�RI�SHGDOLQJ�DQ�H-ELNH�PHDQV�,�
FDQ� ZHDU� ZKDWHYHU� FORWKHV� DQG� VKRHV� DUH���
DSSURSULDWH� IRU�P\� GHVWLQDWLRQ�� $� WRS� OD\HU�
RI� KHDY\� UDLQJHDU� GRHVQ¶W� UHVXOW� LQ� P\�������
EHFRPLQJ��RYHUKHDWHG� 

7KH�DXWKRU�RQ�KLV�HELNH��³1R�VSHFLDOW\�JHDU�UHTXLUHG«´ 



&\FOH&9�FRP��&\FOH&9#JPDLO�FRP � 

&RPR[�9DOOH\�&\FOLQJ�&RDOLWLRQ��������������������������������������������������$SULO������� 

����:KHQ� JRLQJ� WR� WKH� JURFHU\� VWRUH� RQ� P\�
FRQYHQWLRQDO� ELNH�� D� URXQG� WULS� RI� XS� WR� ���
NP� DQG� D� VWHDG\� XSKLOO� RQ� WKH�ZD\� EDFN�� ,�
ZDV� UHOXFWDQW� WR� EX\� ORWV� RI� KHDY\� LWHPV��
:LWK� P\� FRPPXWHU� H-ELNH� ,� WKLQN� QRWKLQJ�������
RI�KDXOLQJ����SRXQGV� 

����,�IHHO�VDIHU�RQ�DQ�H-ELNH��$W�D�VSHHG�RI����
NP�KU�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKH� FDUJR� ,� PD\� EH����
FDUU\LQJ�� ,� F\FOH�ZLWK� JUHDWHU� FRQILGHQFH� LQ�
WUDIILF� FRQJHVWLRQ�� $� PRUH� XSULJKW� ULGLQJ���
SRVLWLRQ� UHVXOWV� LQ� EHWWHU� YLVLELOLW\� RQ� WKH�
URDG�� 6LQFH� ,� GRQ¶W� QHHG� WR� RYHUO\� H[HUW����
P\VHOI�� ,� WDNH� URXWHV� ZLWK� OHVV� WUDIILF� WKDW�
PD\�EH� ORQJHU� RU�KDYH�PRUH�KLOOV� WR� FOLPE��
7KH� ZLGH� NQREE\� WLUHV� � SURYLGH� D� PRUH�����
VWDEOH� IRRWSULQW� RQ� ZHW� RU� JUDYHO� FRDWHG�
URDGV�� 7KH� GLVF� EUDNHV� SURYLGH� D� PRUH�������
DVVXUHG� VWRSSLQJ� GLVWDQFH� WKDQ� WKH� ULP�
EUDNHV�RQ�P\�FRQYHQWLRQDO�ELNH� 

�����,¶P� ULGLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ� ,� KDYH� LQ� SUHYLRXV�
\HDUV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�ZLQWHU�PRQWKV�ZKHQ�
,�XVHG�WR�EH�PRUH�LQFOLQHG�WR�GULYH��0\�WUXFN�
KDV� EHHQ� VSHQGLQJ� D� ORW� PRUH� WLPH� LQ� WKH�
GULYHZD\�� 7KH� RYHUDOO� FRVW� RI� RZQLQJ� D����
PRWRU�YHKLFOH�LV�HVWLPDWHG�WR�EH���-���FHQWV�
SHU� NP� GULYHQ�� 7KH� UHGXFWLRQ� LQ� GULYLQJ�
FRVWV�PD\�MXVW�SD\�IRU�WKH�H-ELNH� 

���'LG�,�PHQWLRQ��LW¶V�DOVR�D�ORW�RI�IXQ�� 
������������������������������������-�6WHYH�$OOHQ 

“Five years ago due to nasty medical issues I was 
disappointed to find that I could no longer ride my 
regular bike. Imagine my excitement when I tried a 
e-Bike at a demo in Courtenay I needed no
encouragement to go and buy my own at a store in
Qualicum. I can now ride for recreation and to do
errands and thoroughly enjoy being back on my bike.”
- Mike Harris

³7KH�KLOOV�KDYH�DOO�EHFRPH�IODW�DQG�WKH�ZLQG�LV�DOZD\V�DW�P\�EDFN�´��� 
-�%ULDQ�6FKRQHEHUJ��HELNH�RZQHU

A more upright position and ability to haul 40lbs of groceries 

Easy to guage speed, power usage, when to charge up 

E-bike battery
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6WHYH�$OOHQ�RQ�KLV�HELNH��³+LOO"��:KDW�KLOO"´ 

“Sometimes when I want to do something outside I jump 
on my e-bike, because it is fun.  I ride standard bikes too 
but my e-bike is the one I use most often for shopping, 
attending meetings or meeting up for a quick coffee with 
friends.  It allows me to wear my regular clothes and 
shoes and arrive without being sweaty because I can 
determine how much effort I want to put into the ride. I 
ride my e-bike for transportation not exercise, but I still get 
some!”  - Sue Vince 

���0DQ\� RI� WKH� DVSHFWV� RI� RZQLQJ� DQ� H-ELNH�
WKDW� 6WHYH� $OOHQ� PHQWLRQHG� LQ� KLV� DUWLFOH��
KDYH�EHHQ�QRWHG�LQ�D�UHFHQW�VWXG\�LQ�WKH�86��
WKDW� VKRZHG� WKDW� ��� �� RI� F\FOLVWV� ULGLQJ� D�
FRQYHQWLRQDO� ELNH� UHSRUWHG� GDLO\� RU� ZHHNO\�
DFWLYLW\�DQG�WKDW� WKLV� LQFUHDVHG�WR�����DIWHU�
WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�DQ�HOHFWULF�ELNH��7KH�VXUYH\�
VKRZHG�WKDW�H-ELNH�RZQHUV�UHSODFHG�����RI�
WKHLU�FDU�FRPPXWHV�DQG�����RI�WKHLU�GULYLQJ�
HUUDQGV�ZLWK� WKHLU�ELNH��,W�ZDV�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�
LQ� EXV\� WUDIILF� FRQGLWLRQV� WUDYHO� WLPH� LV� QRW�
PXFK�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�ZKHQ�XVLQJ�D�FDU�� 

���7KH� VWXG\� DOVR� KLJKOLJKWHG� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
PDQ\�SHRSOH�IHHO�VDIHU�RQ�DQ�H-ELNH�WKDQ�RQ�
D� FRQYHQWLRQDO� ELNH�� ,Q� IDFW�� PDQ\��������������
UHVSRQGHQWV� EHOLHYHG� WKDW� H-ELNHV� LQFUHDVH�
WKHLU� VDIHW\� ZKLOH� ULGLQJ�� &RPPRQO\� FLWHG�
UHDVRQV� LQFOXGH�� NHHSLQJ� XS� ZLWK� WUDIILF��
TXLFNHU� DFFHOHUDWLRQ� WKURXJK� GDQJHURXV����

“I have been riding my electric assist bike for 11 years. 
I now put more kms on my bike than my car. The 
e-bike  takes the pain out of bike riding and just leaves
the pleasure.  I am now in my late 70's and can still
ride up Ryan Road hill.  The best advice I can offer
anyone is to be sure the bicycle fits you and is
comfortable to ride. The bike I have is an Electra
Townie and it fits me very well.  I rode it for 3 years
before adding the electrical assist “     - Dave Hardie

6LPRQ¶V�&\FOHV�LV�RIIHULQJ�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�
IRONV� WR� ULGH� 6SHFLDOL]HG� 9DGR� 	� &RPR��
PRGHO� H%LNHV� LQ� WKHLU� EDFN� SDUNLQJ� ORW� DW�
WKHLU�VWRUH�RQ�)ULGD\��$SULO����IURP���-��SP�� 

LQWHUVHFWLRQV�� WDNLQJ� ORQJHU� URXWHV� WR� DYRLG�
EXV\� URDGV�� QRW� ORVLQJ� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� GXH� WR�
SK\VLFDO� H[HUWLRQ�� LQFUHDVHG� � � YLVLELOLW\�� DQG�
HYHQ� DFFHOHUDWLQJ� DZD\� IURP� XQVDIH� VRFLDO�
VLWXDWLRQV��� 

����)ROORZ� WKLV� OLQN� WR� UHYLHZ� WKH� VWXG\�

�     Survey of Electric Bicycle Owners
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https://ppms.trec.pdx.edu/media/project_files/NITC_RR_1041_North_American_Survey_Electric_Bicycle_Owners.pdf



